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one of the most important contributions to our national history that has 
ever been published. For western historians their value is incalculable, 
since from them the policy of Virginia toward its extensive western 
claims can be understood. 

C. W. A. 

Abraham Lincoln and the lonion. A chronicle of the embattled north. 
By Nathaniel W. Stephenson. [The chronicles of America. Edited 
by Allen Johnson under the supervision of the committee on pub- 
lications of the Yale university council] (New Haven: Yale uni- 
versity press, 1919. 272 p. $3.50) 
Like its companion volumes, this essay forsakes the straight and nar- 
row road of historical narration for alluring side trips into less traveled 
fields. This has its value for the mature student of history who rejoices 
in the freshness that is lent to the well-known outline of the civil war 
story. Four preliminary chapters undertake to analyze the forces that 
brought about secession. The author introduces "the two nations of the 
republic" and the contrasting civilization upon which they were built. 
He represents the democratic party as ' ' the party of evasion, ' ' although 
he has to strain a point or two to make out a case. In the passing refer- 
ences to the whig party, he exaggerates the desire of the whigs to be 
positive ; whatever he sacrifices as a result, however, one is impressed by 
his courage in attempting to present motives in politics. 

In the treatment of the crisis of 1860-1861, Buchanan becomes a sorry 
figure; one wonders whether the difficulties of his position were fully 
appreciated. The essay very properly points out the superficiality of 
Lincoln's utterances as he journeyed to Washington to take the helm; 
there is also a discerning interpretation of Lincoln's role in the political 
developments of the period (128 ff.). The author touches most of the 
problems of the war period, often with the courageous and deft hand of 
the impressionist. For example, the general problems of foreign rela- 
tions are set forth, but only a few episodes are actually narrated. The 
crisis over the Laird rams is passed over with a slight reference that as- 
sumes knowledge on the part of the reader, or perhaps suggests an in- 
terpretation in which the episode is of little significance. The reader is 
left in no doubt, however, as to the sacrifices made to their own idealism 
by the working classes of England ; it is perhaps surprising, therefore, 
that the important influence of the American grain supply upon British 
policy is completely ignored. 

The treatment of Fremont brings out all the greater the need for an 
intensive study of his part. His acts and motives have been dealt with, 
favorably or unfavorably, on the basis of the most superficial evidence. 
One of the most important fruits of sound research on Fremont would 
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be a better understanding of Lincoln and his policies in the summer 
and fall of 1861. 

Perhaps the real contribution of this study is the presentation of the 
role played by capital, a point long ignored by historians. "The north- 
ern capitalist class aimed steadily at being non-sectional, and it made 
free use of the word national" (p. 5). "That great body of Northern 
capital which had dealings with the South was ready, as it always had 
been, to finance any scheme that Southern business desired," even the 
illegal reopening of the slave trade (p. 44). "In a word, a great por- 
tion of Northern capital had its heart where its investments were — in 
the South. ' ' Even these scanty citations suggest an influence which few 
students have tried to appraise. Under a proper study of these points 
the records of the stock market must become an important historical 
source. Mr. Stephenson successfully outlines developments in this field 
into the graft and profiteering of war time. 

If this little volume has convinced the reviewer of anything it is that 
the story of the civil war has not yet been adequately told. Mr. Stephen- 
son has done as much within the space offered him as many of his more 
ambitious predecessors ; that he has actually been able to make some con- 
tribution to the story indicates some of the limitations of previous studies. 
The volume throughout is suggestive and stimulating. 

Arthur C. Cole 

The port of New York. By Thomas E. Kush. (New York: Doubleday, 
Page and company, 1920. 361 p.) 

This book is a sketchy, popular account of the port of New York, by 
one who, as surveyor of the port, has had ample opportunity to become 
familiar with the practical problems connected with our greatest seaport. 
Although several chapters are devoted to things historical, the volume 
is not one that will be of much, if any, value to the serious student of 
history; but it is perhaps due the author to say that he had no thought 
of writing such a historical treatise. In the words of Mr. Eush himself, 
the main purpose of the book is "to make it easier for business men, of- 
ficials, teachers, and students to understand New York Harbour and to 
demand the utmost competence of New York as a port." 

The author seems interested chiefly in presenting an array of facts 
with argumentative comments to induce municipal, state, and federal 
authorities to do their duty in the development of the port. Referring 
to municipal politics, Mr. Rush laments that since the establishment of 
the greater city, "not a single platform as a pre-election programme has 
even promised or hinted at a progressive port policy." Even the best 
of reform mayors have failed to see the "port as a problem of the first 



